
6t Annua Gal Honor  a “G abov an beyon”
The Firefighters Charitable Foundation (FFCF) held its 6th Annual 
Dinner Gala on November 16, 2017 at The ChateauBriand in Carle 
Place, NY. The Gala honors America's firefighters, first responders, 
veterans and those individuals who go above and beyond in 
furthering the Foundation's mission of: assisting victims of fire and 
disaster, aiding children in need, fire safety/first aid education 
outreach programs, and supporting volunteer fire departments and outreach programs, and supporting volunteer fire departments and 
other charitable organizations. 

This year’s Humanitarian Award was presented to 
Geri Barish, founder of 1 in 9, the Long Island Beast Cancer Action 
Coalition. For more than three decades she has been waging an 
all-out war on cancer. A five-time cancer survivor herself, Geri has 
dedicated her life to finding the causes and a cure for Cancer. 
This year’s Hero Award recognized Sal Ferro, a man who made his This year’s Hero Award recognized Sal Ferro, a man who made his 
vocation his avocation. Ferro, President and CEO of Alure Home 
Improvements is a firm believer of “Paying it Forward.”  He has donated hundreds of thousands of dollars’ 
worth of labor and material to rebuild the homes of people in need. Former Major League Baseball Player, 
Al Oliver, received The President’s Award, presented annually to an individual that personifies and 
demonstrates the mission of FFCF.  Al overcame hardships as a child to become a professional baseball player, 
and has been recognized by the City of Portsmouth for his efforts assisting the children of their community 
and southern Ohio. A special Life Time Achievement Award was presented to FFCF’s New York Counsel,  and southern Ohio. A special Life Time Achievement Award was presented to FFCF’s New York Counsel,  
Tom Sabellico for his more than 40 years of dedicated volunteer service to not only FFCF but countless other 
charitable organizations. His steady leadership, tireless work ethic and amazing dedication to helping people in 
need, especially children, are an inspiration to all that work alongside him. These honorees exemplify the 
meaning of “going above and beyond” to assist people in need, personifying the mission of FFCF.  

               The Foundation was also pleased to continue its tradition of supporting the US Marine 
                             Toys For Tots Program. Gala  guests generously brought dozens and dozens of new 
               toys to the event.   FFCF would like to thank tenor, Christopher Macchio, who 
               graciously donates his time and talent every year, and who performed God Bless 
               America this year.  We also want to thank the Eastlake Elementary School Handbell 
               Choir, from the Massapequa School District, under the direction of Gina Aspetti.  
               They have performed The Star Spangled Banner and led our tribute to America and 
               first responders at every Annual Gala. We hope you can join us at next year’s Gala 
                             (Nov. 15, 2018) or our upcoming golf outing as we continue to strive to go above  
               and beyond in fulfilling our mission.

L-R: FFCF Board Members; Meryl Guerrero, James Cahill, 
President, Frank Tepedino. Sal Ferro, Board Member Fred 
Cambria, Geri Barish, Al Oliver, FFCF VP Frank Nocerino,

FFCF Secretary/Treasurer Lori Tepedino

L-R: Pat Obrien, Tom Sabellico, 
Frank Tepedino

Photos courtesy of BBA Photography Corporation    www.bbaphotography.com 
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 Valv of Volunteer refighter
Volunteer firefighters, by definition, do not receive salaries, but there are costs borne
by taxpayers, including the cost of equipment and training, and benefits provided to
the volunteers.  However, despite those costs, volunteer fire departments save
taxpayers a huge amount of money.  The Firemen’s Association of the State of 
New York recently publushed a report “Tax Savings and Economic Valve of
Volunteer Firefighters in New York”, prepared by the ERS Group, a nationally
recognized ecnomic consulting firm.recognized ecnomic consulting firm.
The study concluded that:

•  Converting to an all-paid fire service in New York, excluding New York City,
would require 30,822 full-time equivalent firefighters and about 1,300
reconstructed or new fire stations across the state.
•  Property taxes for the general goverment would rise an average of 26.5%
statewide in NYS excluding NYC, without volunteers; and
•  The full savings of NYS volunteer fire departments totals $9.3 billion, including
one-time and recurring annual costs.one-time and recurring annual costs.

According to the study, “Changing to fully-paid departments would cost taxpayers 
$3.35 billion annually in pay, benefits, operating and maintenance costs to support 
an additional 30,822 full-time paid firefighters.  Atop that would be a one-time $
5.95 billion cost of acquiring and equipping stations with sleeping and eating facilities, 
emergency equipment, vehicles and related items.  If bonds were used to finance 
these one-time requirements, the annual costs to local government would rise to 
$3.87 billion including this debt service.”$3.87 billion including this debt service.”
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This past year we saw natural disasters, attacks of all types and we 
once again, lost many  firefighters, first responders and military 
in the line of duty.With each disaster witnessed this year, one thing 
stood out loud and clear, the commitment and dedication of all our
 responders and the genuine compassion of our country when bad 
things happen. From water/food/clothes donations, to personal boats 
and trucks being driven cross country to assist, this country does and trucks being driven cross country to assist, this country does 
what we need to do to help. The Firefighters Charitable does what 

we can each year to help those that are in need, who don’t make national 
news, but their needs are as great. I want to thank all of you who 
attended the dinner or golf outing, who took a journal ad or 

golf sponsorship and those who donated. We could not so without your 
generosity.  Please continue to spread our message, both to those 
in need and those that can donate and assist, together we can in need and those that can donate and assist, together we can 

increase awareness and greatly increase our ability to further our mission.
Have a very happy, healthy and safe New Year. 

Sincerely, Frank R. Tepedino, President

by Thomas M. Sabellico, Esq., New York Counsel to FFCF
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Cold Weather Fire Safety

W  Ge Letter

“...Thanks a bunch for all you do!”
The Jaime Mitchell Family

“Please accept our appreciation for your recent donation. It comes at a 
welcome time and will be used for the purchase of public education 
materials to enhance the community’s awareness of how 

to protect themselves.”

“Thank you so much for your generous donation in our time of need.”

Chief Chris Truts
Tri-Lakes FPD

Monument , Colordo

Leila Deihs
Genoa , Illinois

"The Burn Camp Program began in 1992, with three main beliefs. 
1) That the outdoors can heal Emotional trauma. 

2) Being with others who have had similar experience can 
create community and healing. And 3) intentional programming created 
to address trauma can help people move from being a victim to 
being a survivor. Participants in the Burn Camp programs also learn
 social skills to manage stares, questions and teasing. They problem solve  social skills to manage stares, questions and teasing. They problem solve 
strategies to address bullying. And, they learn to trust that their 

physical bodies can do things they stopped believing they could do. The 
Burn Camp Programs have begun an outreach program 

in the Boise area, to support those patients and families who return to a 
community that is far away from the Burn Center. Your donation 
will be used to support this program.  With deepest gratitude,”

Kristen C. Quinn, CMHC, CCLS
University of Utah Burn Center
Salt Lake City, Nevada

"We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your generous 
contribution to the Scotts Valley Educational Foundation for critical 
AED devices in the schools of Scotts Valley Unified School District. 
This grant will help us provide lifesaving AED equipment to 

the Brook Knoll Elementary School, which has a larger population of 
medically fragile children. Having this device on hand is essential for 
these students, as well as the staff and visitors on site. Thank you forthese students, as well as the staff and visitors on site. Thank you for

 all that you do in the service of our country! Sincerely,”

Derek Timm, President
Scotts Valley Educational Foundation

Scotts Valley, California



IT’S TIME FOR GOLF!
Firefighters Charitable Foundation

4th Annual Celebrity Golf Tournament
Date and Course
To Be Detemined

For more information call us at 516-249-0332 or 
visit our website at www.ffcf.org
Sponsership opportunities available!

Working Smoke Alarms Save Lives
Test Yours Every Month!

One West Street
Farmingdale, NY 11735
United States of America

Phone: (516) 249-0332
Fax: (516) 249-0338

“Helping Victims of Fire & Disaster With Your Support Since 1991”

FFCF presents grant to Family Central, Inc.
Since its inception in 1971, Family Central, Inc. has always  remained 
committed to promoting high quality early care and education 
for Florida’s children. Family Central Inc. (FCI) is the epicenter for

 comprehensive family strengthening, early learning, and training in South 
Florida. Nationally accredited and certified by the 

InternationalInternational Association of Continuing Education and Training, FCI 
continues to transform lives through its mission to promote children’s 
success by providing quality family support and educational services so 
that every child and family can succeed. FFCF was pleased to present 
a grant to help them continue to provide their services. Pictured L to R: 

Dr. Barbara Weinstein, President and CEO, Family Central, 
and FFCF Board Member Meryl Gurerro.


